WRIGHT COMPUTER SERVICES USERS’ GROUP

Minutes of the Semi-Annual Meeting

February 23,2001

Stone Mountain, GA

The 2001 Semi-Annual meeting of the WCS Users’ Group was held at the offices of Wright Computer Services in Stone Mountain, Georgia on February 23, 2001. Members present were:

Gregg Gibson, President (Kansas City,), Cheryl McVey, Vice-President (North Charleston), Brenda Elliott, Treasurer (Asheboro), Jenna Charles, Secretary (Toccoa), Tom Brown (Toccoa), Brenda Jones (Marietta), Pat Bennett (Marietta), Stacey Ramsey (Quitman), Geneva McMillan (Asheville), Duane Maxie (Raleigh), Sandra Eddlemon (Huntsville), Lisa Allen (Huntsville, Darlene Maze (Huntsville),

Joyce Harris (City of Atlanta), Anne Clark (City of Atlanta), Hallie Bass (Durham), John Earley (Columbia), and Patta Wolford (Lithonia).

Call to Order

The meeting was called to order by our President, Gregg Gibson (Kansas City, KS). He commented on the helpfulness of the training by WCS of the day before, stating that this is a wonderful opportunity for sharing ideas and problems between users and WCS. Eleven users attended the training and others are encouraged to take part in the future. These types of meetings are beneficial to enhance the program and better communicate with each other and WCS, and we continue to look for ways to enhance our programs and share with each other. After these brief comments, each representative attending was introduced. After welcoming by our President, we began the business meeting.

Minutes of Previous Meeting

The first item of business was approval of the minutes from the Annual and Executive Board Meetings in August 2000. A motion to accept the minutes as read was made by Brenda Elliott (Asheboro) and seconded by Brenda Jones (Marietta).

Committee Reports

Membership


Chair Cheryl McVey (North Charleston) reported that 52 data sheets were sent out in January with 32 returned complete. Those who failed to return were encouraged to get them back to her with necessary corrections. We will be welcoming Kingston NC to our group shortly, as they are just going live and have indicated that they plan to join. WCS has reported that they have 3 new proposals out, and we are hopeful for more members as new clients are obtained. A Membership roster was provided for those present, and we were reminded that the roster may be viewed on the website as well. Any updates may be e-mailed to John Earley (Columbia) at cola.housin~(~worldnet.att.net and to Cheryl McVey at chervlam@awod.com.
Newsletter


Pat Bennett (Marietta) reported in the absence of the Chair that the Newsletter/Communications Committee had no activity at this time; however, a promise was made to put something in the form of “Hot Topics” or new changes from HUD on the website for viewing within the near future.

Programming/Design 

In the absence of the Chair, Brenda Jones (Marietta) reported that the 50058 deadlines had changed so frequently and Mr. Wright had been good to keep us updated. Pat Bennett (Marietta) stated that we were to write a letter as a Group; however, George Wright had advised us that HUD had changed the deadline for 50058 submissions and there was no need for us to do this. Hallie Bass (Durham) mentioned the problems with PlC and getting errors off the PLC website. Several others mentioned problems with getting error reports back from HUD. The next big thing seems to be SEMAP. It was suggested that WCS provide an update page on the website. The Group as a whole agreed that John Earley (Columbia) has done a great job with this, and we want to thank him for his efforts.

Officer Reports

The only report was from the Treasurer, Brenda Elliott. Members were provided with a copy of the General Journal, attached to the Minutes, for approval. Pat Bennett (Marietta) made the motion to accept the report as presented;

Cheryl McVey (N. Charleston) seconded. Minutes were approved as presented.

Report of Committees Goals and Priorities

Membership
Will keep contacting existing and potential members, by sending out membership letters to points of contact. Encourage members to maintain updated information by e-mailing name or address changes promptly. Anticipate membership packets for the Annual Meeting by June 2001.

Communications Expect by June 1, 2001 to have an updated newsletter format for the web site, and will make a mailing to others for the Annual Meeting to include a condensed description of each committee, inviting others to join.

Programming/Design (A) 50058 starting over as of April 1, 2001; (B) SEMAP final rule; and (C) Web Site with a list server for e-mail addresses w/FAQ and updates and hints more frequently. Also look at ways to make individual reports easier such as checking 50058s before transmittals, PlC error locations and checkbook reconciliation (text file through banks).

Round Table Discussions

There was a period of discussion concerning various topics. Training needs for the next annual meeting, which is scheduled to be in Charleston, SC from August 13-17, 2001 may include PlC and TIVS and Income Discrepancies. Suggestions were made for more technical training such as program changes, networking, troubleshooting, UNIX commands and current updates. There has been little success with hand-held inspections to date. Many devices are found to work well with Section 8 sites, but not with public housing and will work only with their own systems but will not integrate with other software programs.

WCS Report

George Wright reported the various changes involving PLC transmissions and reporting, stating that March 1 is the deadline to get files in. The new 50058 transmissions will begin on April 2, 2001. He recommended that all users download and make copies of the HUD 50058 Instruction Booklet and reference material. He stated that within the next several months, we may see a few problems, but while information data will vary, the actual rent computations should not.

dL4 will come on the heels of MTCS 2000. Hopefully, we will see more of this at the August 2001 meeting. June​-July are targeted dates for completion; however, HUD sanction situation has prioritized 50058’s. While HUD expects to have errors at the beginning, this is a starting point for HUD to have inventory of their units. This information is shared with REAC and others who need access to it.

Adjournment

After all discussion was ended, the Semi-Annual Meeting of the Wright Computer Services User Group was adjourned.

